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Prerequisites: In order to enroll in MTH 135 College Algebra a student must meet one of the following 

prerequisites:  

a) Receive an ACT Math score of 22 or higher   OR 

b) Make an acceptable score on the MSU Math Placement Test 

 

According to the Missouri Department of Higher Education, a student must also: 

1) Have a minimum grade-point average of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) or the equivalent  

2) Be recommended by the high school principal or official designee 

 

 

MSU Math Placement Test: The placement test will be offered at MSU on selected Saturdays in 

January, and/or August as needed. Arrangements may be possible to administer the test on site at the 

same time as the final exam. 

 The placement test may be taken only once by each student. 

 This is a timed multiple choice test, 30 minutes will be allowed for the placement test. 

 No calculators of any kind will be permitted for use on the placement test. 

 Score 14 of 25 to pass 

 

 

Course Options: MTH 135 is offered fall semester, spring semester, or year-long for dual credit. 

Graphing calculators may not be used on the final exam. 

 

 

Mixed Classes: Classes including both students enrolled and not enrolled in college dual credit are not 

recommended by the Missouri Department of Higher Education (MDHE). When mixed classes are 

offered, MDHE requires that “those classes with a mixed population must show evidence of collegiate 

level expectations for all students in the course. All high school students enrolled in a dual credit course 

must meet the same requirements for completion of the course, whether or not the student is 

simultaneously registered for college credit.  Therefore, all students (whether enrolled in dual credit or 

not) will take the final exam.  It is highly recommended that at least 50% of the students in the dual credit 

section of a course be dually enrolled. 

 

 

Final Exam: High Schools with a significant number of students may schedule to have the final exam 

administered on-site. Schools with a lesser number of students taking the final will make arrangements to 

give the final at Missouri State.  

 The final exam will be created, administered, and graded by MSU faculty. 

 The final will be a comprehensive exam scored on 200 points. 

 This is a timed exam, 120 minutes will be allowed for the final exam. 

 No graphing nor programmable calculators allowed, scientific calculators are recommended. 

 The final exam will count at least 25% of the student’s course grade. 

 In the case that a student’s course grade differs significantly from the final exam grade, see 

Student Evaluation below. 

 

 



 

Student Evaluation: The high school instructor will evaluate each dual credit student’s success and 

assign an MSU course grade using the following guidelines.  The final exam will be counted as at least 

25% of the course grade.  At the same time, homework, quizzes, projects, etc. will not be counted for 

more than 15% toward the course grade.  The remaining 60% (or more) will be based on the regular tests 

given during the course.  The usual scale for determining an appropriate MSU course grade is  

A:  90-100%        B:  80-89%        C:  70-79%        D:  60-69%        F:  0-59% 

 

According to state guidelines for dual credit, MSU is responsible for ensuring comparable standards of 

evaluation for students taking courses off campus.  Since the 200 point comprehensive final is the only 

instrument used by the MSU Mathematics Department to measure a dual credit student’s overall 

understanding of the course material, the performance on the exam must be reflected in the semester 

grade in a significant way.  Therefore, when the course grade (as determined by the high school 

instructor) and the final exam grade differ considerably there will be a minimum percentage required on 

the final exam to earn an appropriate MSU course grade. The minimum percentage guide is as follows: 

     

A:  70%   (140 pts.)        B:  60%   (120 pts.)        C:  50%   (100 pts.)        D:  40%   (80 pts.) 

 

These minimum scores are set reasonably low to avoid an inadvertent impact on students.   It must be 

emphasized that the minimum final exam score requirements is in addition to the usual 90%-80%-

70%-60% scale mentioned previously in determining an appropriate MSU semester grade. These 

percentages are not appropriate for grading other tests given during the course.   

 

Semester Grades: The high school instructor will send semester grades to the MSU Math Dual Credit 

Coordinator. Midterm grades are not given to dual credit students. 

 

The Head of the Mathematics Department at MSU will have the final authority for MSU grades.  

 

 

 

Course Content: For general content see Course Syllabus. For specific content and suggested homework 

problems as related to the recommended text, see corresponding documents. Note that homework 

problems represent those topics covered in the course. It is not required to assign all the homework 

problems listed, appropriate assignments are at the discretion of each instructor. 

 

 

 

Additional Information:  

 Instructors in the MSU dual credit program may be requested to provide samples of graded tests 

to the MSU Mathematics Department. 

 Sample tests are available on request. 

 Instructors should review the Course Syllabus at the beginning of the course and encourage 

students to refer to the Syllabus throughout the semester and prior to the final exam 

 

 

Instructor Support:  A MTH 135 resource webpage is available to provide instructors with information 

on course content, recommended lecture schedule, recommended homework assignments, final exam 

review, etc. The instructor is encouraged to contact the MSU liaison with any questions concerning these 

issues. An orientation for all dual credit instructors and specifically for math dual credit instructors is 

available at the beginning of each fall semester. A one-on-one meeting with the high school instructor and 

an MSU liaison is encouraged for instructors new to the dual credit course and available for experienced 

dual credit instructors.   

 


