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1. Full name should be given on the final. 
 
2. The only items allowed during testing will be pencils, erasers, and calculators.  
 
3. Scientific calculators will be permitted.  Graphing calculators will be allowed, with memory 

cleared, for those schools taking the graphing-calculator version’s final.   
 
4. Cell phones or other electronic devices must be turned off and stored during the final. 
 
5. Once the exam begins, a student may not leave the testing area until that student has 

completed the exam. 
 
6. Approximate answers should only be given for application problems and when specified. 
 
7. SHOW WORK TO SUPPORT ANSWERS (except for short-answer questions).  In order to 

receive partial credit work must be shown. 
 
8. When requested to sketch a graph identify the following key features in a T-table, beside the 

graph or on the graph: 
•  Label asymptotes using the proper equation.  
•  Line: two points  
•  Circle: center, radius, four points 
•  Parabola: vertex and a pair of symmetric points 
•   Polynomial function: zeros (x-intercepts) 
•   Exponential function: two points and the asymptote 
•   Logarithmic function: two points and the asymptote 
• Rational function: vertical and horizontal asymptotes, x- and y-intercepts, the 

locations (if they exist) where the graph crosses the horizontal asymptote. 
 
10. Keep work neat and well organized.  The grader will not spend time looking very far for 

information if it is not in the correct place.  
 
11. In word problems where formulas are given, simply substitute and solve.  Otherwise, any 

variable introduced must be clearly identified and an appropriate equation used.   
 
12. Exact answers should be given if the directions say “Solve”.  Should you be asked for 

approximate answers, directions will be given as to what place to round to, and if an 
approximate answer is asked for and directions are not given, then you are at liberty to 
round to what you  think would be appropriate. 

 
13. Use and display proper algebraic techniques.  Understanding and processing of the problem 

should be demonstrated.  



 
14. Simplify all answers. 
 
15. Answers that indicate the solution was obtained by rounding before the final step will be 

penalized. 
 
16. If there is any indication that you guessed, your work will not be considered. 
     
17. Answers should be given explicitly and with clarity.  For example, if asked to solve a 

system of equations, the answer should given in terms of the variables; if asked to find the 
radius of a circle, it should be of the form r = ___ ; the inverse of a function f(x) should be 
written as 1( )f x− = ___; if the question asks for an, write  an = __; use ( __ , __ ) to indicate 
the coordinates of points; parabolas shouldn’t look like V’s or U’s; asymptotes are lines 
and should be described by an equation of a line.     

 


